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IMMEDIATELY MEANS AND DELORIA TO KEYNOTE
KYI-YO YOUTH CONFERENCE AT UM
MISSOULA--
Indian leaders Russell Means and Vine Deloria will give keynote talks geared 
to the theme "May Our Education Not Betray Our Traditions" at the 12th annual 
Kyi-Yo Indian Youth Conference at the University of Montana.
The conference, sponsored by the Kyi-Yo Indian Club at UM, will be in ses­
sion May 1 through 3, with registration scheduled at the Native American Studies 
Office, 730 Eddy, Thursday, May 1, from 1 to 4 p.m. and Friday, May 2, from 
9 a.m. to noon.
A powwow Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m. in the Harry Adams Field House 
will feature contest dancing, with prizes to be awarded in each division. The 
powwow is open to the public without charge.
Other conference activities are three and seven-mile runs, the selection of 
Miss Kyi-yo Traditionalist, and entertainment by Phil Whitehawk, singer and 
guitarist, who will give a multi-media presentation Thursday at 9 p.m. in the 
University Center Ballroom. A small admission fee will be charged for the 
last event.
Means will speak Thursday at 7 p.m. and Deloria, Friday at 1 p.m. Both 
talks will be in the University Center Ballroom and will be free to the public.
Means was instrumental in the formation of the American Indian Movement and 
is a former AIM president. An Oglala Sioux from the Pine Ridge Reservation in 
South Dakota, he was a leader in the occupation of Wounded Knee Village at Pine 
Ridge in 1973. Since 1974, he has lived at Pine Ridge, where he is active in 
tribal politics.
(over)
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Deloria, a Sioux, is the author of five books, including "Custer Died for Our 
Sins" and "Behind the Trail of Broken Treaties." He helped found the Institute for 
the Development of Indian Law and is a former director of the National Congress of 
American Indians. He holds degrees in law and theology and teaches political science 
at the University of Arizona.
Educational alternatives will be discussed by a panel made up of Emory Sekaquaptewa, 
a member of the Hopi Tribe and a professor of Native American Studies and anthropology 
at the University of Arizona; Eddie Benton Banai of the Ojibway Tribe, who is a 
founder and director of the Red School House, St. Paul, Minn.; and Floyd Heavyrunner, 
a Blackfeet from Browning, who is active in traditional religion.
A panel of Kyi-Yo alumni and one of alumnae will discuss traditions in transition.
The men are Charles "Jack" Plumage, Fort Belknap tribal chairman; Dr. Robert J.
Swan, director of the Fort Belknap Education Department; Victor Charlo, director of 
Two Eagle School, an alternative high school on the Flathead Reservation; and James 
Welch, Missoula poet and novelist, who is a member of the Blackfeet and Gros Ventre 
Tri bes.
The women are Deborah LaCounte, an Assiniboine, who is director of the Fort Belknap 
Education Department's consumer education project; Jesse James, a Gros Ventre, who 
is a member of the Fort Belknap Tribal Council; and Opal Cajune, who directs the 
Flathead Tribe's family assistance program.
Coordinated with the Kyi-Yo conference will be a conference on the cultural 
awareness workshops of the Browning Teacher Corps Program and one of Native American 
elders.
The Kyi-Yo conference is partially supported by a grant from the Montana Committee 
for the Humanities, an affiliate of the National Endowment for the Humanities.
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